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people themselves. Apart from this elementary need, the
best way to stimulate interest would be to invite the co-
operation of Dominion citizens in the ranks of the Colonial
Service, and also perhaps to arrange for the seconding of
Dominion administrative officials for terms of service at
the Colonial Office. If a Colonial Council were formed, it
should certainly include representatives of the Dominions
and India, to broaden its basis.
Economic relations of the various units of the British
Empire are also of great importance, and Colonial trade,
both with Britain and the rest of the Commonwealth, and
with the world generally, is bound to become an increasingly
prominent factor in the future. The Colonial Empire was
represented at the Ottawa Conference, and it is represented
with Britain and the Dominions and India on the Imperial
Economic Committee, though the representation is
necessarily effected at present through the Colonial
Office.
The policy of Imperial Preference is bound to undergo
considerable modification in conformity with the future
replanning of the world economic system. In view of the
alleged grievances of certain nations before tie war, due
primarily to their militaristic policies, and of the great need
of the post-war world to free the channels of international
trade to assist in economic recovery, the trend will un-
doubtedly be in the direction of freer trade between all
peoples, the lowering of trade barriers and restrictions on
production, and the fullest possible exchange of raw materials
and products and of manufactured goods.
The British Colonies were never exploited primarily for
the benefit of the mother country. Over great areas of them,
by international agreement apart from mandatory obligation,
free trade exists for all on equal terms, and even where
preferences were given to British goods, these seldom had